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On April 4, President Juan Carlos Wasmosy ratified the nomination of nine new judges to the
Supreme Court (Suprema Corte de Justicia) and three new justices for the election tribunal
(Tribunal Superior de Justicia Electoral). Many Paraguayans called the naming of the new judges
the country's most far-reaching political event since rightist military dictator Alfredo Stroessner
(1954-1989) was unseated in a military coup in 1989. One of the few factions to oppose the change
was the ultraconservative wing of Wasmosy's own governing Partido Colorado.
Ever since Stroessner was ousted from office in 1989, ending 35 years of military repression,
Paraguay has struggled to rid itself of residual repressive forces and become a country based on
the rule of law. Under Stroessner, both the Supreme Court and the election tribunal served as a
democratic facade to military rule. However, even after Stroessner's overthrow, many loyalists to his
regime retained positions of power within the judicial system and charges of rampant corruption
were frequent. Attempts at judicial reform met with heavy opposition from these loyalists, most
of them members of the ultraright wing of the Partido Colorado. One of their demands was that
a majority of the judges named to a new Supreme Court be drawn from the ranks of the Partido
Colorado.
To end the six-year boycott to reform the justice system, President Wasmosy, who was elected in
May 1993, formed a pact with the opposition Partido Liberal Radical Autentico (PLRA), the majority
party in Congress, and the Encuentro Nacional. Finally, on April 3, after a six-hour congressional
debate, nine new supreme court justices and a three-person election court were named by the
Congress and ratified the following day by the president. Oscar Paciello, a 62-year-old lawyer and
member of the Partido Colorado, was elected president of the new Supreme Court by the other eight
new justices. Paciello, president of the national lawyers' association, had been an outspoken critic of
Stroessner during the dictatorship. He was minister of justice and labor under transition president
Gen. Andres Rodriquez (1989-1993) and was a delegate to the 1992 constituent assembly. The new
election tribunal comprises a representative from the ruling, opposition, and independent parties.
Lawyer Alberto Ramirez of the PLRA was chosen to head that court, which will oversee all elections
in the country. Ultraright senator Blas Riquelme of the Partido Colorado called Wasmosy a "traitor"
and warned that he would pay dearly for his cooperation with the opposition. Riquelme was
president of the Partido Colorado until January 1994 when he resigned following a disagreement
with Wasmosy. He is a close associate of army chief Gen. Lino Oviedo, who has clear political
ambitions and strong support from the far right. Despite the opposition in Congress, the president's
public popularity rating went up several points following the successful efforts to create a new
justice system. Wasmosy admitted to the profound division within his party and criticized "those
political leaders who were attempting to promote a return to authoritarianism." But the president
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said that, despite the furious reaction of Stroessner supporters, he was extremely "proud and
satisfied" with the results of the court selection.
"We didn't do a perfect job," said Wasmosy. "It is not the best court... However, these judges will
now have the difficult task of bringing credibility to the country and its democratic institutions."
Wasmosy also hailed the courage of the supporters from both his party and the opposition,
saying that their actions will help "end the capriciousness of the despots and the misery that they
created." (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 04/03-05/95)
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